Assessment of cognitive functioning in poly-substance abusers.
Neuropsychological deficits of memory and spatial perception have been associated with substance abuse. The present study assessed the degree to which verbal abstraction is impaired in substance abusers because this function typically is reduced in diffuse cerebral disorders. Test scores of 100 consecutively admitted substance-abusing patients indicated that performance on the Similarities test of the WAIS was actually higher than Vocabulary scores. This finding was replicated with the WAIS-R on a second sample of 100 patients who demonstrated impaired memory and psychomotor speed. These findings indicated that verbal abstraction was unimpaired in two large samples of poly-substance abusers. Further, the superiority of Similarities over Vocabulary scores suggests that in poly-substance abusers, Similarities scores may be a better index of premorbid intellectual competence than the more typically used Vocabulary scores.